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" Absolutely, barring motor collisions. I've had two of those already, but I managed to get away with it."
" Do you find your health can stand the climate ? "
" I find that the air here is most invigorating. One has far more energy here than at home. The brain is always alert and receptive, and it is a surprise to me that one can keep going so long."
" Have you been to Entotto yet ? That's where the Abyssinian Empress formerly lived."
*          *          *
It is quite near, and a splendid view is obtained from it. In one of the three Coptic churches there a service was taking place behind closed doors. I heard the chanting of the priests. Later I also saw the military fortifications on the hill close by. But the wind at this altitude (10,000 feet) did not encourage one to prolong the visit.
" When the last Negus flew from Dessie, he returned to Addis Abeba via the Entotto ; that was shortly before he finally left the country. But won't you visit our new Press Clubhouse, where we can talk at ease ? It is to be opened in a fortnight's time.'*
" Unfortunately, I shall be gone long before that. Think of the programme still before me."
u In some respects we envy you, in others we are sorry for you. Do you always travel alone ? "
" That is all dependent upon circumstances and the advice I get. I always decide to be guided by that, though at the same time I do not sacrifice my freedom of movement* The Governors and their staffs give me the most valuable assistance, and without that I could hardly carry out, or would wish to undertake, this rather strenuous journey.*'
" As first woman to travel through Abyssinia with the pen!"
" Quite right, but not as first woman to travel through